Prostitution in Europe
that, except for the interlude created by the Boer War, has continued almost uninterruptedly from that day to this. Regulation was at its height in England from 1870 to 1882. In the former year, of 38,408 recruits inspected, 15.78 per thousand were rejected on the score of syphilis; the number of recruits increased during the period in question to 45,423, of whom in the last year of effective regulation 10.72 per thousand were rejected for the same reason. Is this improvement attributable to regulation? Clearly not; for the rate of rejection has declined since abolition more rapidly than at any other time: in 1886, 77,991 were examined and 8.18 rejected per thousand; in 1897, 59,986 were examined and 3.47 rejected per thousand.43
43 The complete statistics taken from the Army Medical Reports
are as follows:
*>
Report                                                                                Recruits rejected
for the                            Total number of                            For Syphilis
Year                             Recruits Inspected                Number                 Per 1,000
SLIGHT   REGULATION
1866      ......................20,410                             338                             16.56
1867      ......................26,646                          440                          I6.SI
1868    ......................23,543                         303                        12.88
1869     ......................17,749                               291                               16.40
REGULATION AT ITS HEIGHT
1870     ......................38,408                               606                              15.78
1871      ......................36,212                               593                               16.38
1872     ......................28,390                               445                               15-67
1873     ......................24,895                               411                               16.51
1874     ......................30.557                               481                               15-74
1875     ......................25,878                               327                               12.63
1876     ......................41,809                               634                              15.16
1877     ......................43,803                               680                               15.52
1878     ......................43,867                               665                               15.16
1879     ......................42,668                               573                               13-43
1880     ......................4^,108                               538                               11.67
1881      ......................47,444                               593                               12.50
1882  .....,................45,423                               487                               10.72
REGULATION   SUSPENDED'
1883     ......................59,436                         583                          9.8i
1884  ......................66,882                               707                              10.57
1885  ......................72,249                               706                                9.77
'372